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INTRODUCTION

It was a struggle through the best of times and the worst of
times to transform the Union Hospital of 1901 into the Illinois
Masonic Medical Center of 1987. Beginning modestly when a
caring company of men and women, members of a Baptist Sun-
day School Class, resolved to build a hospital to meet the health
needs of their community, the hospital emerged into a major
Masonic enterprise dedicated to healing the ills of humankind.

When it became obvious that the hospital enterprise involved
more than could be managed by members of a well-intentioned
Sunday School Class, most of whom were Masons or members
of the Eastern Star, leaders of the hospital turned to the Ma-
sonic Order. It was a fortuitous development because Masons
were planning to develop a hospital to provide care for their
own and in 1921 purchased the Union Hospital and named it
the Illinois Masonic Hospital.

This book is the story of the years of labor and sacrifice to
build one of the major medical centers of the Chicago area.
Masons of courage and competence faced the awesome task of
raising the millions needed to provide buildings and equipment
for an institution that would honor Masonry. When the years
of the Great Depression threatened the survival of the hospital,
men of stature and commitment refused to surrender. Their
fortitude and faith saved the institution.

Through the efforts of innumerable men and women, Illinois
Masonic Medical Center emerged from the dark days of Depres-
sion, undeterred in its resolve to care, not only for those who
could pay for their care, but also for those dependent on charity.
It became known as a caring community of men and women
dedicated to the healing arts.

I am indebted to those who have read the manuscript and
contributed valuable information and suggestions. Dr. L. L.
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Braun, with his long association with the hospital, was esp-
cially helpful. William Deutsch provided research for the first
chapter. Gerald Mungerson, Dr. Edwin Feldman, Warren Barr,
Charles Gambill, my wife, Mary Alice Walker, and Mrs. Wil-
liam H. Tenney read the manuscript with care, offering com-
ments and suggestions. Judy Izzi was especially helpful in
providing records and minutes of Board of Trustee meetings.
Elizabeth O’Connor typed the manuscript with efficiency and
care. Associate Administrator James DeNoyer did a superb job
of editing the manuscript. I am deeply indebted to him.

Limitations of space indicated the wisdom of omitting the
Masonic titles and honors of those who made significant con-
tributions to the work of the hospital. It is sufficient to say that
many of them were Masons of distinction.

Harold Blake Walker
Evanston, IL
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CHAPTER 1

THE WAY IT WAS

After the turn of the century, as the nation moved from the
horse and buggy era to the automotive age, The Chicago Union
Hospital, forerunner of the Illinois Masonic Medical Center,
received a charter from the State of Illinois on May 29, 1901.
Under the leadership of Dr. Elmer Vaughan, the Belden Ave-
nue Baptist Church Steadfast Sunday School Class of 100 mem-
bers organized and assumed responsibility for the new
institution, which began operations on July 21, 1901. Carter
Henry Harrison, a loyal Mason, Mayor of Chicago, viewed the
new hospital with approval.

Medicine and surgery were in what might be called their
adolescent stage at the beginning of the century. Home care
and home remedies were the order of the day, with hospitals
mostly for the critically ill. Doctors made home calls in buggies
drawn by one or two horses, since there were fewer than 200
automobiles in the whole Chicago area in 1901, many of them
less dependable than Old Dobbin. X-ray, invented by William
Konrad Roentgen, a German physicist in 1895 was coming into
use in hospitals, but was not available to physicians in the new
hospital at the time of its opening.

Little black bags were characteristic marks identifying doc-
tors. Wherever a doctor went, the bag, like Mary’s lamb, was
sure to follow. Along with stethescopes and thermometers, the
bags contained assorted bottles of sugar pills to be soaked with
homeopathic remedies such as ipecac or belladonna. Patients
would expect to receive prescriptions to be filled by the local
druggist, so the bag provided a pocket for a prescription pad.
Patients with colds probably were ordered to apply mustard

plaster. Quinine, iron and codliver oil were common prescrip-
tions.

Doctors did not expect to get rich. On the contrary, most of
them were hard put to make ends meet. Patients were billed
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Caring Community

$1 for an office visit and $2 or possibly $3 for a home call. The
problem for the average doctor was to collect. The grocer and
the milk delivery man got paid before the doctor. A few lucky
physicians were able to afford secretaries, but most depended
on their wives to be secretaries and nurse assistants.

Unhappily, medicine was a very inexact science, or as some-
one remarked, “a profoundly ignorant profession.” Tools for
diagnosis were strictly limited. Common diseases like diph-
theria, scarlet fever, measles and mumps could be identified
and treated more or less effectively. But without laboratories
or diagnostic tools available today, identification of many hu-
man ills depended on the educated guess of the physician. Even
hospitals were limited in equipment designed to enhance the
doctor’s capacity to diagnose the ills of his patients.

If the new hospital was not quite up to the state of the art
in medicine and surgery equipment, its deficiencies would be
remedied in the course of time. Its location was ideal in a
pleasant residential neighborhood at the corner of Wellington
and Florence Avenues. Surrounded by trees and shrubs on a
lot 132 by 265 feet, the frame building of two and a half stories,
was rented for $50 a month from the estate of Andrew Bolter.
The building contained 17 rooms, three baths, four closets, one
slop sink, seven stationary wash bowls, with plumbing, gasfit-
ting and sewage entirely new. The first issue of the Chicago
Union Hospital Journal of August, 1901, indicated that the
property was worth $30,000 and it was hoped someone would
“purchase it for us that we may be able to secure funds with
which to erect a permanent building, that a much needed work
may go forward.”

Owners of the property agreed to a period of three years
rental, improvements to be made at a cost of $1,000, half to be
borne by the property owner and the other half by the hospital.
The Journal added that, “The cost of furnishing is about $1,500.
The cost of running will be from $400 to $600 a month, ac-
cording to the number of inmates.” After three months, the
Board of Directors acquired the Clark property including an-
other frame building, to the north of the Bolter house.

With a 30 bed capacity, 10 to be used by nurses, house phy-
sicians and help, the first building was able to accommodate
20 patients. Five of the beds were to be used by those unable
to provide the cost of their hospitalization. The Board estimated
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The Way It Was

it would be necessary to raise $1,500 a year from friends and
others interested in the charitable work of the institution.

The purpose of the hospital was made clear at the outset.
The Journal affirmed that, “The hospital is nonsectarian in
religion, medicine and politics, and yet purely a Christian in-
stitution, organized for the purpose of carrying out the will of
our Master concerning the afflicted, removing many of the
thorns from the pathway of their earthly pilgrimage and point-
ing the way to the Cross.” Charitable care of the poor and the
indigent was at the forefront of the aims of the hospital. Ob-
viously, from the beginning the hospital was a caring com-
munity of men and women committed to a ministry of healing.

Those interested in the hospital were encouraged “to become
a member of our corporation by paying $2 annually or a life
member by payment of $25, which may be done if desired by
paying $5 each year for five consecutive years.” Anyone who
made such a contribution would receive the Journal free. Of
course, donations of money or anything else the hospital could
use were gladly accepted. All friends of the hospital were urged
to encourage anyone needing hospital care to use the facilities
of the new institution.

The costs of hospital care were ridiculously low by present
standards. A ward bed was available for $7 a week. The best
private room cost $25 a week. There were intermediate rates
of from $8 to $20 a week. A staff of reputable physicians and
surgeons was at the command of patients, the Journal an-
nounced. It added, “Any responsible physician may, however,
send his patients to us and care for them himself, receiving the
same courtesy and attention extended to members of the staff.”
The hospital wished “to carry out most carefully and consci-
entiously the wishes of the attending physician, thereby ren-
dering the greatest possible service to him, his patient and the
hospital.”

The Journal noted three ideals to be observed by the hospital.
Cleanliness was a number one priority. Food was to be “pure,
palatable and properly prepared” so as to appeal to “the palates
of patients.” Care, the third of the triumvirate of ideals was
Promised to be “scientific, systematic and sympathetic.” Those
entering the hospital were assured that the operating room

Wwas “light, neat, convenient and so constructed as to make it
easily kept aseptic.”
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Furnishing the hospital was something of a problem and
friends were urged to donate equipment. The Journal noted
the cost of furnishing a bed to be approximately $25. “A three
quarter size iron bed is required with springs, mattress, two
pillows, mattress pad, nine sheets, six pillow cases, two pairs
of blankets and two spreads. The tray for each patient is fur-
nished with three tray cloths, three napkins, plate, soup dish,
cup and saucer, two side dishes, tumbler, creamer and sugar,
pepper and salt, knife, fork, two teaspoons and soup spoon. A
patient appreciates the dainty appearance of the tray, and
china is suggested. The other sick room essentials such as hot
water bag, etc., to be furnished in fitting up a bed will cost
about $3.”

The article in the Journal by Mrs. F. H. Smith went on to
indicate that a small private room could be furnished com-
pletely for about $75. Four such rooms were in the hospital,
one of which had peen furnished. Two large rooms remained
to be furnished at a cost of approximately $100, depending “on
the quality of the furnishings.” The dining room required
chairs, tables, table cloths, dishes and silver. “The needs of a
kitchen,” Mrs. Smith continued, “are familiar to every house-
keeper and anything in the way of kitchen and laundry utensils
will not come amiss. One large and two small refrigerators are
especially needed.”

A full page advertisement on the back cover of the first issue
of the Journal suggested the “Movement Cure Institute” by its
methods of massage “will cure Chronic Rheumatism, Paralysis,
Sciatica, Imperfect Circulation, Cold Extremities, Constipation
of the Bowels, Hemmorrhoids, Gout, Dyspepsia and all forms
of Indigestion, Torpidity of the Liver, Pulmonary Weakness,
Asthma, Nervous Prostration, Sleeplessness, Neuralgia,
Spinal Curvature, Stiff Joints, Dropsical Swellings, Excess of
Fat, all forms of Uterine Congestions.” One might wonder, who
needs a hospital? Possibly the hospital required advertising
revenue and was willing to overlook slight exaggeration.

The first Board of Directors of the hospital was composed of
five women and four men. Officers, in addition to President
Vaughan, were Mrs. Nella N. Smith, vice-president; Miss
Hilma Johnson, Secretary; Amos Pettibone, Treasurer; Henry
C. Pegran and Edward Cheetam. Dr. Rosamund Warren served
as the first Hospital Superintendant and was also Superinten-
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The Way It Was

dant of Nurses until the joint duties became too heavy, at which
time Miss Helen Molchin became Director of Nurses. Among
the friends within Chicago Freemasonry, was Edward Jackson
Brundage, who served as legal advisor for the hospital and
served for many years on its Board of Directors. He became
Attorney General for the State of Illinois and served with dis-
tinction.

During the first six months of the operation of the hospital,
ending January 23, 1902, 20 charity patients were served, aver-
aging between three and four constantly. In addition, consid-
erable free medical care and surgical operations were
performed by the staff for those unable to pay for their care.
The net cost to the hospital was approximately $600. Unhap-
pily, only $400 was received as contributions. The balance was
taken from receipts from paying patients.

Founders of the Union Hospital were not lacking in dreams.
Organization and development of a nurses training program
were begun. A home for needy children was envisioned along
with a home for “incurables.” Looking toward the future, there
were hopes for a home for the aged and a home for the insane.
Finally, the hardy spirits of the Steadfast Class of the Belden
Avenue Baptist Church planned “a home and training school
for women without means of legitimate maintenance.” After
affirming their dreams by unanimous motion, the class re-
solved to equip a ladies hospital ward of seven beds to be called
the “Steadfast Ward.” It was noted that one of the ladies gave
the first $100 toward equipping the ward for free beds, another
gave $50 and another promised to furnish a private room. Sev-
eral others gave more modest sums. The Haynes Class for men
of the same Sunday School, not to be outdone by the women,
lz:;cepted the task of furnishing the “Haynes Class Ward for

en.” ’

It soon became obvious that a stenographer and bookkeeper
were needed for the hospital. Happily, Miss Hilma Johnson, a
member of the Board of Directors, accepted the joint respon-
sibility. Notice of the appointment of Miss Johnson concluded
with the comment, “We consider ourselves most fortunate in
securing her services, knowing her great interest in the work.”
At 1':he same time, a Miss Littel, a graduate of the Illinois
Training School, became head nurse, and five nurses concluded

their probation satisfactorily and were accepted as members of
the training school.
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Upon the payment of five dollars cash, or one dollar per
month for six months, the hospital agreed to issue to persons
in good health a “Hospital Guarantee Service” ticket, entitling
the holder to “Free Hospital Service” for not to exceed six weeks
during one year from its date. The announcement added “this
includes nursing, board, medicine and physician services—in
fact, everything that goes with ordinary hospital service.” It
was, the announcement noted, “a splendid way for anyone to
provide for an emergency, so that in case of severe sickness or
accident you can be sure of first class care.” The Journal pro-
vided applications for the service with coupons on the last page
of its first issue.

The second issue of the Journal of January-February, 1902
listed members of the medical staff of the hospital. There were
three surgeons, Dr. E. J. Mellish, Dr. E. E. Vaughan and Dr.
F. E. Chandler; Surgical Gynecology offered Drs. J. J. Thomp-
son and Caroline B. Hopkins. Physicians listed were Drs.
Charles H. Frangie and E. D. Howland. Nervous and Renal
Diseases offered the services of Dr. J. Allen Patton. Drs. Olive
Patterson Randolph and Charles H. Bushness provided care
for Diseases of Women and Dr. Adolph J. Raithel cared for
Diseases of Children. The Department of Obstetrics listed Drs.
Arthur G. Thome and Wallace F. Grosvenor. Care in the areas
of Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat was provided by Drs. Edgar J.
George and Charles C. Bernard.

Among the leaders of the hospital work, a member of the
Steadfast Sunday School Class and a distinguished Mason was
Amos Pettibone, a Civil War veteran. He was with Sherman
and stood near the general when he signaled to General Corse
at Altoona Pass, “Hold the fort, I am coming.” The words be-
came the foundation for the popular Gospel song, “Hold the
fort for I am coming.” He held a major interest in the firm of
P. F. Pettibone & Company, stationers and printers. As a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the hospital he was a major
factor in the movement that led to the acquisition of the hos-
pital by the Masonic fraternity.

The second issue of the Journal contained a report of the
Stewardship of the hospital by Dr. Vaughan. He asked, “What
has the hospital done for suffering humanity? Has it been a
faithful steward over what God has given it charge?” He re-
affirmed the aim of the hospital was “not simply to conduct a
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The Way It Was

hospital, which in itself is a great work, but to create and
maintain a Christian home for the sick and the infirm.” He
went on to note that free care had exhausted the funds provided
and made an appeal for contributions.

Dr. Samuel Hedges, a graduate of the Hahnemann Homeo-
pathic Medical School of Chicago in 1867, was added to the
staff of the hospital in 1902. The Journal announced proudly
that he was Professor of Anatomy at Hahnemann College from
1864 to 1869 and was elected to the chair of Theory and Practice
of the Chicago Homeopathic Medical School at its organization
in June, 1876. Later he served as President of the Illinois State
Homeopathic Medical Society and twice as President of the
Chicago Homeopathic Society. The announcement added he
was a “staunch Republican, a Presbyterian by birth, and al-
ways interested in all branches of church work.”

Advertising picked up a little in the second issue of the Jour-
nal. Sixteen doctors purchased small ads and the Bennett Col-
lege of Eclectic Medicineand Surgery took a full page. A full
page ad for Bovinine announced that, “When the stomach re-
fuses to perform its functions, the arrest of the disease is well
nigh an impossibility. At such a time the value of Bovinine
commends itself to the practitioner. In all intestinal or gastric
irritation and inflamation or ulceration that even rejects food
itself try Bovinine, and note the nourishing, supporting and
healing work done entirely by absorption without the slightest
functional labor or irritation.” ‘

In all probability there were later editions of the Journal,
but unfortunately they are not to be found in the archives of
the Medical Center and none have been discovered despite care-
ful search. Were they to be found they would be a valuable
resource for the history of Union Hospital.

In 1908, after the first two properties of the hospital had been
substantially cleared of debt, a third property on the east was
purchased. During the following two years, the hospital pros-
pered and debts were liquidated. Unhappily, fire destroyed the
majn building of the hospital on March 3, 1905. The Chicago
Tribune reported that “sixteen patients, many of them women
and critically ill after undergoing operations” were rescued

Wwhen fire “broke out in the Chicago Union Hospital, 1511 North
Halsted last night.”
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The Tribune story continued, “When the blaze was discov-
ered in the laboratory on the third floor of the frame building
nurses and attendants of the hospital braved the stifling smoke
and heat and carried the patients on mattresses to places of
safety. Several of the patients were overcome, but they were
quickly revived after being taken to the homes of neighbors
where physicians of the hospital staff attended them.

“When the last patient had been carried out the nurses and
attendants formed a bucket brigade and fought the flames,
preventing them from spreading until the fire companies ar-
rived.”

“T'wo children, born but a few days ago, were in beds in the
hosptial when the fire started and were carried in blankets
from the building.”

Headlines announced that the nurses were the real heroes,
but the story called attention to “the most remarkable achieve-
ment of James Isticmon, 10 years old, who was convalescing
from an operation for appendicitis. Unable to contribute oth-
erwise because of his weakness, he seized the baby daughter
of Mrs. Margaret Steffen . . . from one of the nurses and carried
it to the residence of H. E. Hudson. The lad returned to the
burning building, and after satisfying himself that he could do
no more, remarked laconically to Miss Daisy Bell, his nurse,
‘I guess I'd better go home.””

Two firemen were injured when ether in the laboratory ex-
ploded. Fortunately, the fire resulted in no deaths and the in-
juries to the firemen were minor. Nevertheless, the fire in the
main building of the hospital left the two remaining buildings
separated at such a distance that it was impossible to continue
operations of the institution. Plans were made, then, to build
a new fireproof hospital.

The need for expanded hospitals in Chicago had become ob-
vious as far back as 1903 when, on December 30 of that year,
fire had raged through the Iroquois Theatre. Hundreds of chil-
dren were present in the theatre for an afternoon program of
“Mr. Bluebeard,” featuring Eddie Foy. The crowd panicked as
flames raged across the orchestra pit and into the theatre dome.
The fire killed 571 men, women and children and injured 350
others. With most of the hospital beds in Chicago filled, there
was a scramble to find places for the injured and burned in
need of medical care.
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The Way It Was

Despite the need for more hospital accommodations in Chi-
cago, neighbors objected to the proposed four story Union Hos-
pital building. Even though architects had completed their
work and contractors had begun excavation for the new build-
ing, the city, responding to the protests of neighbors, put a halt
to the construction. The neighbors had accepted the hospital
while it operated in pleasant frame buildings with wide porches
and attractive landscaping native to the neighborhood, but the
idea of a brick commercial appearing building seemed unde-
sirable and opposition from neighbors and the city government
as well forced suspension of the work. There was opposition
also because the hospital was located within four hundred feet
of the new Robert Morris School at Perry Avenue and Bissell
Street. Two years of legal battle ensued, during which opera-
tions of the hospital ceased.

Two episodes during the time Union Hospital was trying to
rebuild marred the otherwise impeccable record of the hospital,
both of which centered around Mrs. A. J. Keeler, a member of
the hospital Board of Directors. She was responsible for an
invitation to Senator Benjamin Tillman of South Carolina to
speak at a benefit to be held in Orchestra Hall on November
28, 1906. The proceeds of the affair were to be devoted to the
equipment and furnishings of the new hospital. Unfortunately,
Tillman was a hater of blacks and had boasted of his partici-
pation in race riots in the South. Predictably, blacks protested
the appearance of Tillman in Chicago and on November 21
waited on the Mayor and urged him to use all the means at
his disposal to prevent Senator Benjamin Tillman from deliv-
ering his address for the benefit of the Chicago Union Hospital
at Orchestra Hall.

Intensifying the conflict, Noah D. Thompson, editor of the
Broadax, printed an appeal “to all Liberty-loving Afro-Amer-
icans,” urging them to prevent Senator Tillman from speaking.
Mayor Dunne, in something of a box, having accepted an in-
vitation to preside at the Orchestra Hall meeting, told a del-
egation of black leaders that, “I have no authority to forbid Mr.
Tillman to speak in Chicago.” He agreed, however, to discuss
!:he matter with the patronesses of the affair “and ascertain
Just what the situation is likely to be.”

The Patronesses included some of the leading lights of Chi-
cago. Among them were Mrs. P. D. Armour, Mrs. Edward F.
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Dunne, Mrs. Herbert Swift, Mrs. Harold McCormick, Mrs.
Henry C. Lytton, and others of equal importance in the life of
the city. Mrs. Keeler announced proudly that most of the boxes
had been sold and that there was great interest in the affair.
Indeed, on the night of the address, Orchestra Hall was packed.
Indiscrete as usual, Tillman spoke intemperately and Mayor
Dunne abandoned the stage during the address. There were
jeers from the audience and Tillman finally was led from the
stage under heavy police guard.

Apparently, the Tillman affair was a financial success, but
a public relations disaster. Union Hospital and its Board of
Directors were severely criticized and an anti-black stigma
hurt the image of the hospital.

The second episode involving Mrs. Keeler occurred in 1909
when a former Assistant Corporation Counsel for the city, Leo
D. Mathias charged “that a woman connected with Chicago
Union Hospital . .. attempted to bribe him.” The account by
the Chicago Inter Ocean of May 9, 1909 noted that Mathias
made his charge before the City Council Committee on Health
when he appeared on behalf of the property owners opposed to
the building of the hospital.

Mrs. Keeler admitted she had visited Mathias, but denied
she had offered a bribe. Mathias insisted that, “While I was an
assistant corporation counsel, a promoter of the hospital came
to me and asked why I was opposed to the building of the
hospital. I told the person that I was opposed to it because it
was in violation of the ordinance passed by the City Council.
The promoter wanted to know what my price would be to
change my attitude, and I told the speaker to get out of my
office or I would summon a policeman.”

Mathias, not content with denouncing Mrs. Keeler, whom he
refused to name, went on to smear the people connected with
Union Hospital. “The people behind this enterprise,” he said,
“are the kind who believe that everybody should obey the law
except themselves.” Dr. Elmer E. Vaughan, president of the
Hospital Board, told the commission that the property for the
institution had been purchased and contracts for the erection
of the building were let at least a year before the building of
the Morris School. “Health commissioner Evans testified that
the hospital would not endanger the health of the neighbor-
hood,” said the Inter Ocean. Mayor Fred A. Busse, a dedicated
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Mason, the first Republican Mayor of Chicago, was helpful to
the hospital cause.

After considerable debate, the City Council voted in favor of
an amendment to the hospital ordinance which would permit
the completion of Union Hospital. Charges of Mathias against
Mrs. Keeler were not further pursued and the matter came to
an end. Building of the new hospital was completed in 1909
and the neighborhood settled down to live comfortably with
the institution which has meant much to the life of the com-
munity ever since.

The new hospital building contained 60 beds. It was a sub-
stantial four-story, fireproof structure, “modern and up-to-date
and fully equipped to give excellent hospital service,” the Ma-
sonic Chronicleer reported. It added that, “The location and
surroundings are ideal for a hospital. Excellent transportation
is furnished by the Northwestern elevated, the Wellington Av-
enue Station, one block to the West. The Halsted Street surface
cars are only a block away. The hospital is located a few blocks
from Lake Michigan and there is plenty of fresh air for patients,
there being absolutely no factories in the neighborhood.” The
main hospital was set back 140 feet from the Wellington Av-
enue line, leaving a space large enough to more than duplicate
the main building for future expansion.

Coincident with the inauguration of William Howard Taft
as President of the United States, the Gil W. Barnard Masonic
Hospital Association was organized in 1909. It obtained a
charter from the State of Illinois on July 21 of that year. The
object of the Association was “to establish a hospital to provide
free medical and surgical treatment for Master Masons, mem-
bers of the Eastern Star, and members of their families, who
were unable to pay for the same, and to obtain a free dispensary
for their use.” Since most of the members of the Union Hospital
Board of Directors were Masons, it was natural for the Asso-
ciation to envision the purchase of Union Hospital in the future.
Looking forward, the Association affirmed that, “The manage-
ment of the hospital shall be vested in a Board of Directors,
who are to be elected annually in groups of five for three years.”

The new board held its first meeting under its charter on
Octo!)er 1, 1909. The Board members were James B. McFatrich,
President; James Hill, J. A. Lyons, D. A. Payne, M.D., Howard
Appleget, Frank A. West, Otto F. Dannenberg, Edgar W. Ches-
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termann, Vivian M. Scott, Dan E. Meyer, C. D. Pence, Andrew
W. Engle, Robert J. Daly, Thomas J. McGrath, and Henry
Steinbeck. McFatrich, one of the distinguished humanitarians
of Illinois, was a prominent physician-surgeon of his time, spe-
cializing in diseases of the eye. He was one of the founders of
the Murine Company, which became part of Abbott Labora-
tories.

Activities of the Association for the first few years were con-
fined to raising funds by holding Masonic picnics and selling
identification cards. It was hoped that such activities would
provide enough funds to care for indigent Masons. It soon be-
came evident, however, that other avenues of raising money
would have to be found. The number of applicants for free care
increased from five in 1912 to 83 in 1914, and disbursements
for the year jumped $3,000 over receipts. What is more, it was
discovered that nearly all of the money raised had come from
the efforts of the trustees, only $350 having been voluntarily
contributed by lodges or members of the fraternity. The Board
of Directors recognized that the picnic method of raising money
no longer was feasible and suggested appointing a committee
which, in due time, recommended that free care be granted
only to members of constituent bodies which supported the
work by regular per-capita contributions or to cases from non-
contributing bodies which agreed to reimburse the Association,
“and to such other worthy and locally affiliated cases as its
finances will permit and its executive committee favors.”

In 1911, arrangements were made by the association with
Wesley Hospital on the South Side, German Hospital on the
North Side, Little John Hospital on the West Side, and the
Chicago Union Hospital for the care of patients. Unfortunately,
as Chicago grew in population and Masons increased in number
and in need of care, the congestion of these hospitals prevented
proper and immediate care.

Meanwhile, between 1911 and 1919, Union Hospital ac-
quired several lots along Wellington Avenue and to the North.
Dr. Elmer Vaughan, looking toward the future, was constantly
on the alert for available lots in order to provide space for future
expansion. Lot 9, along Wellington was crucial and in 1911 the
East half of the West half was purchased from Frederick S.
Rockwood and his wife. The remainder of the lot was purchased
in 1919.
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Union Hospital, in its new building, continued to develop as
a well equipped institution. By 1911 the hospital was the proud
possessor of an X-ray machine, the latter invented by William
Einthoven of Leyden in 1903. While the laboratory of the hos-
pital was primitive by modern standards, it was at least state
of the art for the time. The Wasserman test for syphilis, de-
veloped in 1906, was in use by the hospital by 1912, the same
year in which Casmir Funk coined the word “vitamins” to de-
scribe accessory foods.

_In the light of contemporary concern for the problems of old
age, it is suggestive to note that the word “geriatrics” was first
used by an American by the name of Nascher, in 1916. Preoc-
cupation with the diseases of old age, however, can be traced
back to the days of Hippocrates. Union Hospital was in the
forefront of institutions dealing with the aged, since occupants
of many of the free beds in the hospital were classified as “aged.”

Records do not indicate when a Ladies Visitation Committee
was formed by the Assoéiation, but it is clear that women were
active in the work of Union Hospital and the Association almost
from the beginning. The group had a particular interest in the
aged. In 1912, Grandma Isabelle Gillette, widow of a Master
Mason, was about to be sent to the Country Alms House. She
had no relatives except a granddaughter who was unable to
care for the old lady. The Ladies Visitation Committee, assisted
by the Association, arranged for Grandma Gillette to go to the
Little John Hospital. Three years later, on February 17, 1915,
the Ladies Visitation Committee, according to the Consistory
Magazine, “had Grandma Gillette’s room decorated with palms
and flowers and served ice cream and cake, all of the Associ-
ation’s patients participating in the celebration.” It was Grand-
ma’s 96th birthday.

The Hospital Association continued to grow in numbers and
in influence under the leadership of Brother N. Engle, elected
president in 1910 and serving through 1911, and Dr. William
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